20 after Pentecost, Proper 25
October 26, 2014

Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Gathering Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #423 - Immortal, invisible, God only wise

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise
The Hymnal 1982 #437

2

Collect of the Day
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope,
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
A period of silence is kept.

The Word of God
The people sit.

First Reading
A reading from The Book of Deuteronomy (34:1-12).
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1

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the

top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the
2

whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim
3

and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the
Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm
4

trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it
to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you
5

shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died
6

there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in
a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth–peor, but no one knows
7

his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old
when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated.
8

The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then
9

the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of Nun
was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on
him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded
Moses.

10

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses,

whom the Lord knew face to face.

11

He was unequaled for all the

signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of
Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land,

12

and

for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that
Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 90:1-6,13-17
Domine, refugium

BCP p. 717

1 Lord, you have been our refuge *
4

from one generation to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the land and the earth were born, *
from age to age you are God.
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, *
“Go back, O child of earth.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday
when it is past *
and like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep us away like a dream; *
we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; *
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? *
be gracious to your servants.
14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *
and the years in which we suffered adversity.
16 Show your servants your works *
and your splendor to their children.
17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; *
prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.
A period of silence is kept.

Second Reading
A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (2:1-8).
1

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you
2

was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been
shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our
God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition.
5

3

For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or
4

trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted
with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please
5

mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as
God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a
6

pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from
7

you or from others, though we might have made demands as
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
8

tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you
that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #680 - O God, our help in ages past

Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
(22:34-46).
Glory to you, Lord Christ
34

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they

gathered together,
to test him.
greatest?”

37

36

35

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the

He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
is the greatest and first commandment.
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
6

40

39

38

This

And a second is like it: ‘You

On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.”

41

Now while the Pharisees were

gathered together, Jesus asked them this question:

42

“What do you

think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of
David.”

43

He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit

calls him Lord, saying,

44

‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?
45

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”

46

No one was

able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask
him any more questions.
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ
A period of silence is kept.
The people sit.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
7

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The people stand or kneel, as they are able

Prayers of the People
BCP 385

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our
Bishop(s) ___________ ; for this gathering; and for all ministers and
people. Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the
well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed,
8

and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of
him. Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially __________ ]. Pray for
those who have died.
Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the
thanksgivings of those present I ask your prayers for ____________ .
I ask your thanksgiving for _____________ .
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been
honored [especially ____________whom we remember today]. Pray
that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
A period of silence is kept.

Collect
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all
wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet
into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness
during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Penitential Sentence

9

The Presider then says
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

Confession of Sin
All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Bishop or Priest
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
10

People

And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.

The Holy Communion
The people sit.

Our work this week
The Priest says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to
the Most High. Psalm 50:14
Offertory Hymn
Hymnal 1982 #380, vs # 3
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow
Him all creatures here below
Him above ye heavenly host
Father, Son and Holy Ghost

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this
fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us
the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in
their unending hymn:
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #129
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The people stand, or kneel as they are able.

Celebrant
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at
work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your
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Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN
Lord's Prayer
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to pray,

People and
Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
A period of silence is kept.

The Priest invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
All are invited to receive communion. Come to the rail, extend your
hands one over the other, the minister will place bread in your palm,
which you consume; to receive wine raise your hands, the minister will
offer you the chalice, please guide it to your lips and sip. If you choose
not to receive your may receive a blessing; cross your arms over your
chest and the priest will bless you. You may choose to remain seated.
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Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #324 - Let all mortal flesh keep silent
The people stand as they are able.

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Going Forth Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #551 - Rise up, ye saints of God

Dismissal
Deacon

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Prayers
Joe, Billy, Mary, Dale, Randy, Joyce, Eaton, April Hise, Blake, Londa,
Sara and Rey, Anita, Charlotte, Pat, Lori & Reyan, Bryant family,
Charles, Carolyn, Caden, “E” Angie, Marcel, Ginny, Tri and Lucca;
Michelle, Russell, Drace and Lilly; the Nelson family, Barbara Dale and
Dale, Frances, Randy, The Burnett and Stallings family, Linda, Debbie
W, Matthew, Kathy and her family, Robin Moore and family, the
Wilder family, the Keller family, Christie, those suffering from seasonal
storms, meals on wheels, making better men of young men, those
serving our country, those traveling, and for those we now name...

Calendar
October 26 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25
9:00 am Eucharist
10:00 am Fellowship
10/21 6:00 pm Al-Anon
10/24 6:00 pm Friday Families
November 2 – 21th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 26
9:00 am Morning Prayer
10:00 am Fellowship

Announcements
Boxes of Love
Ingite Christmas Boxes of Love - $25 family - one box of food, one
box of hygiene products and also one box of supplement items. Make
Checks payable to St Stephen's and put Ignite in the for line
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Learn About Dick Johnston Camp
Saturday, Nov. 1, at Camp Mitchell
Dick Johnston Camp is a summer camp session held at Camp Mitchell
annually for children with one or both parents in prison. The planning
committee is actively preparing for next year’s camp, and wants to
involve more parishes and volunteers in the areas of camper
recruitment, scholarships, fundraising and camp leadership. There will
be an informational session and lunch Nov. 1 at Camp Mitchell,
followed by a planning session for those who wish to stay. Download
a registration form. For more information, or if you cannot attend but
would like to volunteer, please email Kristi Palmer or call
501-940-1591.

ECW Fall Gathering
November 7–8, at Trinity, Pine Bluff
Arkansas ECW annual fall retreat will be hosted by Trinity Episcopal
Church in Pine Bluff and will feature several workshops on prayer,
including a Lectio Divina workshop led by Jeannie McCabe, an art and
prayer workshop led by Grace Henderson, and a poetry and prayer
workshop led by Kaki Roberts and Peggy Cromwell. For more
information and to register, download a flyer.

Harvest Celebration and Eucharist
Sunday, Nov. 9, at Camp Mitchell
Celebrate the harvest with the Camp Mitchell Agricultural Project.
There will be an opening Eucharist at 11 a.m., followed by farm tours,
hay-rides, and a locally sourced meal at 2 p.m. This is a fundraiser to
support the ongoing efforts of the Camp Mitchell Agricultural Project.
The cost is $20 for ages 12 and over, $10 for ages 6–11, and free for
children 5 and under. If you would like to attend, please RSVP via
email or call 501-727-5451 by Nov. 1.

17

Benedictine Advent Retreat
December 4-7, at Camp Mitchell
A time for centering, quiet, reflection, and rest during the mad rush of
the holidays. Led by the Revs. Lisa Hlass, Virginia Chase, and Helen
Hargreaves, the retreat will begin Thursday evening, with an optional
quiet day Thursday. It will follow a Benedictine rhythm with the Daily
Office, community sessions for study and reflection, silence, and
optional time to devote to creative endeavors, spiritual disciplines, and
rest. The retreat will conclude with Holy Eucharist Sunday morning.
For more information, email the Rev. Lisa or call 501-224-1442.
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Worship leaders
Service

Eucharistic
Minister

Date

Proper

10/26

20 Pen,
Proper 25

Liz

Corbet

11/2

Sunday
after All
Saints

Beth

Beth

11/9

22 Pen,
Proper 27

Kathryn
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Reader

Corbet

Intercessor

Corbet
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