The Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2011

A Penitential Order
Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Opening Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #67 - Comfort, comfort ye my people,

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people kneel as they are able.

Beloved in the Lord: Our Savior Christ, on the night before he
suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood as a sign and
pledge of his love, for the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of
his death, and for a spiritual sharing in his risen life. For in these holy
Mysteries we are made one with Christ, and Christ with us; we are
made one body in him, and members one of another. Having in mind,
therefore, his great love for us, and in obedience to his command, his
Church renders to Almighty God our heavenly Father never-ending
thanks for the creation of the world, for his continual providence over
us, for his love for all mankind, and for the redemption of the world
by our Savior Christ, who took upon himself our flesh, and humbled
himself even to death on the cross, that he might make us the children
of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, and exalt us to everlasting
life. But if we are to share rightly in the celebration of those holy
Mysteries, and be nourished by that spiritual Food, we must
remember the dignity of that holy Sacrament. I therefore call upon
you to consider how Saint Paul exhorts all persons to prepare
themselves carefully before eating of that Bread and drinking of that
Cup. For, as the benefit is great, if with penitent hearts and living faith
we receive the holy Sacrament, so is the danger great, if we receive it
improperly, not recognizing the Lord’s Body. Judge yourselves,
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therefore, lest you be judged by the Lord. 316 Exhortation Examine
your lives and conduct by the rule of God’s commandments, that you
may perceive wherein you have offended in what you have done or
left undone, whether in thought, word, or deed. And acknowledge
your sins before Almighty God, with full purpose of amendment of
life, being ready to make restitution for all injuries and wrongs done
by you to others; and also being ready to forgive those who have
offended you, in order that you yourselves may be forgiven. And
then, being reconciled with one another, come to the banquet of that
most heavenly Food. And if, in your preparation, you need help and
counsel, then go and open your grief to a discreet and understanding
priest, and confess your sins, that you may receive the benefit of
absolution, and spiritual counsel and advice; to the removal of scruple
and doubt, the assurance of pardon, and the strengthening of your
faith. To Christ our Lord who loves us, and washed us in his own
blood, and made us a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father,
to him be glory in the Church evermore. Through him let us offer
continually the sacrifice of praise, which is our bounden duty and
service, and, with faith in him, come boldly before the throne of grace
[and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God].
Penitential Sentence
The Presider then says
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John
1:8,9
A period of silence is kept.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
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We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A period of silence is kept.

The Word of God
First Reading
A reading from The Book of Isaiah.
1

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
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2

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
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A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

4

Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.

5

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

6

A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.

7

The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

8

The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.

9

Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
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say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10

See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

11

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother sheep.
The word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
Benedixisti, Domine

BCP p. 708

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
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13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
Second Reading
A reading from The Second Letter of Peter.
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But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
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is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The
Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is
patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance.

10

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then

the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will
be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it
will be disclosed.

11

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this

way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness
and godliness,

12

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of

God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved,
and the elements will melt with fire?

13

But, in accordance with his

promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.
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Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting

for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish;

15

and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also

our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given
him,
The word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #59 - Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
1

2

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As

it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”

4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
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of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
6

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
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around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
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worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ
A period of silence is kept.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
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of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Intercesssor
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord,
saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
9

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God,
and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this city (town, village, ___________ ), for every city and
community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and
will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer
space], let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the
sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For ___________ , let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for
them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the
departed, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
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For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and
without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by
thy grace. Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of [ ___________ and of all the] saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our
God. To thee, O Lord our God.
A period of silence is kept.

Collect
Almighty God, whose will it is to be glorified in your saints, and who
raised up servants to be a light in the world: Shine, we pray, in our
hearts, that we also in our generation may show forth your praise,
who called us out of darkness into your marvelous light; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.

The Holy Communion
A period of silence is kept.

The Priest says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to
the Most High. Psalm 50:14
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Offertory Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 # 380, vs 3
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow,
Him all creatures, here below.
Him above ye heavenly host.
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because
you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of
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life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation
for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and
raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the
fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he
revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he
triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it
to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from
your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they
be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that
we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of
your daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN
The People respond Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and
Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
The Priest invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #301 - Bread of the world, in mercy broken
The people stand as they are able.

Postcommunion Prayer
God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life
and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
Blessing
The Bishop or Priest says
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing
and set you free from all sin. Amen.
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May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await,
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.
Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his
second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.
Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #438 - Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

Dismissal
Deacon

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Prayers, Calendar and Announcements

Prayer List
Please remember these in your prayers: Buzz and Barbara Dale,
Dale, Carter, Bob, BJ, Charles, Sherry, Josephine,Gailya, Ashley,
Corbet, Anita, Betty, Angie, Marcel, David, those traveling, those
deployed, police, fire and first responders, victims of domestic abuse

Calendar
This evening
3:00pm Festival of Lessons and Carols @ First Baptist, by ANC
Community Choir, directed by Dr. Keith Hearnsberger.
4:00 pm Eucharist
5:00 pm Adult Sunday School Sunday
12/11
8:30am Eucharist
4:00pm Eucharist
5:00pm Adult Sunday School Sunday

Announcements
Ignite is providing food and gifts to families. A $20 contribution will
provide a box of food for a week for a family of 4 and toys for kids.
Encourage you to support this ministry as a part of your Advent
preparations, and your Christmas celebration.
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Help rebuild the soul of a nation; brick by brick goto
www.epsicopalchurch.org/haitiappeal

St. Stephen's information sites
www.saintstephensblytheville.org
www.facebook.com/ststephensblytheville
Created using riteworship. All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights
reserved. Used with permission. All scripture passages are taken from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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