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Note:

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in
the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall
be raised.

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that

“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

This joy, bowever, does not make human grief unchristian. The very
love we bave for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are
partedby death. Jesus bimself wept at the grave of bis friend. So, while
we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our
Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

The Flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God
and in Thanksgiving for Mildred Lou's life and ministry
by her niece and nephew, Sharlene and Frank Horak



Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #3062
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1 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Lord .  God Al - might - y!
*2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy Though the dark - ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - Iy! Lord___  God Al - might - y!

Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee:
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass -y sea;
though the sin - ful hu - man eye thy glo - ry may not see,

All  thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho - 1y Mer - ci - ful and  might - vy,
cher - u - bim and ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - 1y; there is none be - side thee,
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1y! Mer - ci - ful and might - vy,
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God in three Per - sons, bless - ed Trin - i - ty.
which wert, and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in power, in love, and pu - 1 - ty.
God in three Per - sons, bless - ed Trin - i - ty.
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Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876)
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The people stand as they are able.

I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;



and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

I know that my Redeemer liveth,

and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,
and not as a stranger.

For none of us liveth to himself,

and no man dieth to himself.

For if we live, we live unto the Lord.

and if we die, we die unto the Lord.

Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Collect

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on
behalf of thy servant Mildred-Lou, and grant her an entrance into the
land of light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus
Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards
mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him
our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should
follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we
may both follow the example of his patience, and also be made
partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.



The people sit.

First Reading

" For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. " For

you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you

. - . 16, .
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of

-

God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
18
with him. T consider that the sufferings of this present time are not

19
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. ~ For the

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of

God; "'Who is to condemn? Tt is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was

raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.

7 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who

38 . . .
loved us. ~ For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,

. . 39
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, = nor

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God

A period of silence is kept.

Psalm 23 BCPp. 476
King James Version
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; *
he leadeth me beside the still waters.



3 He restoreth my soul; *
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s
sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; *
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies; *
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 #383
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1 Fair - est Lord Je - sus, Ru-ler of all na - ture, O thou of
2 Fair are the mea - dows, fair-er still the wood - lands, robed in the
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair-er still the moon - light, and all the
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God and man the Son; thee will 1 cher - ish,
bloom - ing garb  of spring: Je - sus s fair - er,
twink - ling, star - ry host: Je - sus shines bright - er,
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thee will I hon - or, thou, my soul'sglo-ry, joy, and crown.
Je - sus is pur - er, who makes the woe-ful heart to sing.
Je - sus shines pur - er, than all the an-gels heaven can boast.

Words: German composite; tr. pub. New York, 1850, alt.
Music: St. Elizabeth, melody from Schileische Volkslieder; 1842; harm. Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953)

Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (74:7-6).
Glory to thee, O Lord

"“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? ’
And if T go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. "And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” " Thomas said to
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know

¢
the way?” )Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the

life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to thee, O Christ

The people sit.
Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Apostles' Creed

All say together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;



who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The people kneel as they are able.

Intercessor

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Almighty God, who hast knit
together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the mystical
body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech thee, to thy whole
Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace. Amen.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that
through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our
joyful resurrection. Amen.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by
faith, that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness
all our days. Amen.

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be
cleansed from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen.

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that,
casting all their grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy
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love. Amen.

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have
strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and
holy hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they
love. Amen.

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to
believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection to life everlasting. Amen.

Grant us grace to entrust Mildred-Lou to thy never-failing love;
receive her into the arms of thy mercy, and remember her according
to the favor which thou bearest unto thy people. Amen.

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from
strength to strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly
kingdom. Amen.

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to
have our consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory,
and, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Stephen, and all thy saints, to
receive the crown of life which thou dost promise to all who share in
the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people stand as they are able.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.

The Holy Communion

The people sit.



Notices

BCP 344

The Priest says

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty. For all that is in the heaven and in the earth
is thine. Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head
above all. I Chronicles 29:11

The People respond Amen.
The people stand, as they are able, when invited.

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them up unto the Lovd.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People 1t is meet and right so to do.
Celebrant

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose
victorious from the dead, and doth comfort us with the blessed hope
of everlasting life; for to thy faithful people, O Lord, life is changed,
not ended; and when our mortal body doth lie in death, there is
prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and
saying,

Celebrant and People:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
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Here may be added
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel as they are able.
The Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by
his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world;
and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his
coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my
Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for
the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me.

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution
of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble
servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with
these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy
Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable
benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us;
and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with
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thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching
thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and
through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee;
humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers
of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may
dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer
unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our
bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.

The People respond Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we
are bold to say,

People and

Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread

BCP 337
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under
thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of
thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Priest invites the people to Communion

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

All are invited to receive communion. Come to the rail, extend your
hands one over the other, the minister will place bread in your palm,
which you consume; to receive wine raise your hands, the minister will
offer you the chalice, please guide it to your lips and sip. If you choose
not to receive your may receive a blessing; cross your arms over your
chest and the priest will bless you. You may choose to remain seated.
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The people stand as they are able.

Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us
with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and hast given unto us a foretaste of thy heavenly
banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be unto us a comfort in
affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there
is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all
thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #0662
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2 1 need thy pres - ence ev - ery pass - ing hour;
3 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
4 Hold  thou thy cross  be - fore my clos - ing eyes;
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the dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide:
what but  thy grace  can foil the tempt-er’s power?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.

shine  through the  gloom, and point me to the skies;
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help of the help - less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun - shine, Lord, a - bide with me.
1 tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me.
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.
4 # J . 4
&) | 2
Je1 D b I r ] [ [ (@] 1 |
b1 I I 1 Py » I I 1 |
vV T T I } r } ‘. I ‘74 ‘F/ I 11
Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) Music: Eventide, William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

The Committal immediately follows the service, in the Cemetery
adjacent to the Church, please follow the celebrant and family.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and
giving life to those in the tomb.

The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen, giving light to those
who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.

The Lord will guide our feet into the way of peace, having taken away
the sin of the world.

Christ will open the kingdom of heaven to all who believe in his
Name, saying, Come, O blessed of my Father; inherit the kingdom
prepared for you.

Into paradise may the angels lead thee; and at thy coming may the
martyrs receive thee, and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem.

The Committal begins at grave side.
The Committal

The following anthem is sung or said

In the midst of life we are in death;
of whom may we seek for succor,
but of thee, O Lord.

who for our sins art justly displeased?

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Savior,

15



deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death.

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts;
shut not thy merciful ears to our prayer;

but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty,
O holy and merciful Savior,

thou most worthy Judge eternal.

Suffer us not, at our last hour,

through any pains of death, to fall from thee.

or this

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

He that raised up Jesus from the dead
will also give life to our mortal bodies,
by his Spirit that dwelleth in us.

Wherefore my heart is glad, and my spirit rejoiceth;
my flesh also shall rest in hope.

Thou shalt show me the path of life;
in thy presence is the fullness of joy,
and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore.

Then, while earth is cast upon the coffin, the Celebrant says these words

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to Almighty

God our brother N.; and we commit his body to the ground;*
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless
him and keep him, the Lord make his face to shine upon him
and be gracious unto him, the Lord lift up his countenance
upon him and give him peace. Amen.

* Or the deep, or the elements, or its resting place.
The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
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People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Then the Celebrant may say

O Almighty God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, who by a
voice from heaven didst proclaim, Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord: Multiply, we beseech thee, to those who rest
in Jesus the manifold blessings of thy love, that the good
work which thou didst begin in them may be made perfect
unto the day of Jesus Christ. And of thy mercy, O heavenly
Father, grant that we, who now serve thee on earth, may at
last, together with them, be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light; for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

In place of this prayer, or in addition to it, the Celebrant may use
any of the Additional Prayers.

Then may be said

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon him.

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
well pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen
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Fr. Scott's contact
870740 0777
frscotto4@gmail.com

St. Stephen's contact
saint.stephens@att.net
www.saintstephensblytheville.org
www.facebook.com/ststephensblytheville
870 763 8646

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1512 Willow
Blytheville, AR 72315

The Rt. Rev. Larry Benfield, Bishop of Arkansas
Fr. John Scott Trotter

870740 9777
www.saintstephensblytheville.org
www.facebook.com/ststephensblytheville
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