The Seventh Sunday of Easter:
The Sunday after the Ascension
May 17, 2015

Opening Rites
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of
the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God on our behalf. Hebrews 9:24
Confession of Sin
Officiant Let us confess our sins to God.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The people stand as they are able.

Invitatory and Psalter
Invitatory
Officiant

Lord, open our lips.

People

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and
People
2

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
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Alleluia. Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven: Come let us adore
him. Alleluia.
The Invitatory
Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
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For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.

A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 1
Beatus vir qui non abiit
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1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of
the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when
judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word
The people sit.
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A reading from The Acts of the Apostles (1:15-17, 21-26).
15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the

crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said,

16

“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for
those who arrested Jesus—

17

for he was numbered among us and

was allotted his share in this ministry.”

21

So one of the men who have

accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us,

22

beginning from the baptism of John until the day

when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness
with us to his resurrection.”

23

So they proposed two, Joseph called

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias.

24

Then they

prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which
one of these two you have chosen

25

to take the place in this ministry

and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own
place.”

26

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and

he was added to the eleven apostles.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
The Song of Zechariah
Canticle 16
Luke 1:68-79
Canticle 16
The Song of Zechariah
Benedictus Dominus Deus
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Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
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that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A period of silence is kept.
A reading from The First Letter of John (5:9-13).
9

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for

this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son.

10

Those

who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts.
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son.

11

And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in
his Son.

12

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the

Son of God does not have life.

13

I write these things to you who

believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people
6

People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
You are God
Canticle 21
Canticle 21
You are God
Te Deum laudamus
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You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.
A period of silence is kept.
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
(24:44-53).
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
opened their minds to understand the scriptures,

46

45

Then he

and he said to

them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from
the dead on the third day,

47

and that repentance and forgiveness of

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.

48

You are witnesses of these things.

49

And see, I am

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

50

Then he led

them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
51

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was

carried up into heaven.

52

Jerusalem with great joy;

And they worshiped him, and returned to

53

and they were continually in the temple

blessing God.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
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He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The people stand or kneel, as they are able.

The Prayers
Officiant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Officiant

Let us pray.

Officiant and
People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
Collect
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus
Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt
us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
Collect
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O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such
blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all
wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet
into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness
during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect
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Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that
in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the
whole earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues
confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and
serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #544 - Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Prayers of the People
Leader
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve
you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the
world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
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Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
Collect
Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked
faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
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Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Closing Sentence
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13
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Prayer List
Charles, Carolyn, Charlotte, Caden, Tony, the Meadows family,
Barbara-Dale, Dale, Angie, Marcel, Nicholas E, Pat P, Beth - Amy &
Ian, Chuck and, the Lutes family, Byron, Rock, Ginny, Carson, Liz and
family, St. Ambrose, those suffering from seasonal storms, meals on
wheels, making better, men of young men, those serving our country,
those traveling, and for those we now name...

Women's Institute
June 5–7, at Camp Mitchell
This year's Women's Institute is filling up fast. Download a brochure
and registration form from the Arkansas ECW website. The Rt. Rev.
Steven Charleston, an elder of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and
former bishop of Alaska, will look at the gospel of Christ through the
eyes of Native American tradition. This year, men are invited to
Saturday's events and can download their own form at the website.

Calendar
May 17 7th Sunday of Easter
9:00 AM Worship
10:00 AM Fellowship
2nd and 4th Sunday > July 12
a study of A People Called Episcopalians
May 19 6:00 PM Al-Anon
May 22 6:00 PM Friday Families
May 24, 7th Sunday of Easter
9:00 AM Eucharist
10:00 AM Fellowship & A People Called Episcopalians
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Worship Leaders

Date

Proper

Service

Eucharistic
Minister/
Worship
Leader

5/17

Easter 7

MP

Liz

Mike

Corbet

Kathryn

Beth

Mike

Mike

Corbet

Beth

5/24
5/31

Pentecost Eucharist
Trinity

Eucharist
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Reader

Intercessor
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