The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 12, 2013

Opening Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #73 - The King shall come when morning dawns
BCP 77

Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Confession of Sin
Officiant Let us confess our sins to God.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
BCP 353

The Deacon or Lay Leader then says
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
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The people stand as they are able.

Invitatory and Psalter
Invitatory
Officiant

Lord, open our lips.

People

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and
People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

The Invitatory
BCP 83

Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
A period of silence is kept.
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Psalm 97
Dominus regnavit

BCP p. 726

1 The Lord is King;
let the earth rejoice; *
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, *
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.
3 A fire goes before him *
and burns up his enemies on every side.
4 His lightnings light up the world; *
the earth sees it and is afraid.
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, *
and all the peoples see his glory.
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods! *
Bow down before him, all you gods.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments, O Lord.
9 For you are the Lord,
most high over all the earth; *
you are exalted far above all gods.
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; *
he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, *
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, *
and give thanks to his holy Name.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
The people sit.
A reading from The Acts of the Apostles (16:16-34).
16

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a

slave–girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a
17

great deal of money by fortune–telling.

While she followed Paul and

us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God,
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.”

18

She kept doing this for

many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”
And it came out that very hour.

19

But when her owners saw that their

hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities.

20

When

they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men
are disturbing our city; they are Jews

21

and are advocating customs

that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.”

22

The

crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped
of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods.

23

After

they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison
and ordered the jailer to keep them securely.

24

Following these

instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet
in the stocks.

25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and

singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.

26

Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened
and everyone’s chains were unfastened.

27

When the jailer woke up

and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped.

28

But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself,
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for we are all here.”

29

The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he

fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.

30

Then he brought them

outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31

They

answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and
your household.”

32

They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all

who were in his house.

33

At the same hour of the night he took them

and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized
without delay.

34

He brought them up into the house and set food

before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had
become a believer in God.
The word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.
A Song of Praise
Canticle 13
Song of the Three, 29-34
Canticle 13
A Song of Praise
Benedictus es, Domine

BCP p. 90

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
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Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
The people sit.
A reading from The Revelation to John (22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21).
12

“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according

to everyone’s work.

13

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
14

last, the beginning and the end.”

Blessed are those who wash their

robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter
the city by the gates.

16

“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with

this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star.”

17

The Spirit and the bride say,

“Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
20

The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming

soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
The word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #280
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The people sit.

Gospel
The Gospel according to John (17:20-26).
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20

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who

will believe in me through their word,

21

that they may all be one. As

you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me.

22

The glory that you

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are
one,

23

I in them and you in me, that they may become completely

one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me.

24

Father, I desire that those

also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see
my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.

25

“Righteous Father, the world does not

know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me.

26

I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that
the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.”
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Officiant

Let us pray.

Officiant and
People
The people kneel as they are able.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
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V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
Collect of the Day
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus
Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt
us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
Collect
BCP 98

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such
blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
BCP 100

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and
sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit
upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #135 - Songs of thankfulness and praise

Prayers of the People
BCP 383

Deacon
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord,
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saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God,
and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this city (town, village, ___________ ), for every city and
community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and
will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer
space], let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the
sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For ___________ , let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute,
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for
them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the
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departed, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and
without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by
thy grace. Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of [ ___________ and of all the] saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our
God. To thee, O Lord our God.
General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
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Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Closing Sentence
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20, 21
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Prayers
Ronnie, Joe, Bill, Chris, John, Buzz, Dale, Angie, Marcel, Corbet,
Cooper Richey, Miguel, Shady Hook Elementary School, Charles,
Renee, Carolyn, Sam, Sandra, Dick & Chris, Debbie, Harry, Evan, "E",
meals on wheels, making better men of young men, those serving our
country, those traveling, those we now name

Announcements
Please vote your the ministries you have discerned St. Stephen's is
called to support as a sign of God's active presence in Blytheville.
You may put 1 dot on three ministries, or 3 dots on one, or split them
2 & 1, as you are called. You may vote today or May 19.
Remember Wednesday 15th is the next W3 pot luck and discussion.

Calendar

5/12
8:30 Morning Prayer
9:30 Fellowship
5/14 6:00 pm Al-anon
5/15 6:00 pm W-3
5/17 6:00 pm Friday Families
5/19
8:30 am Eucharist
9:30 am Fellowship
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Worship Leaders

Eucharistic
Date

Proper

Reader

Intercessor

Minister

5/12

7 Easter

5/19

Pentecost

Liz Cato

John Spandikow Pat McGrain

Connie Erwin Kathryn Musholt Connie Erwin
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