Third Sunday After the
Epiphany
January 24, 2016

Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Opening Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #616 - Hail to the Lord’s anointed

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #280
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The people sit.
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The Word of God
First Reading
A reading from The Book of Nehemiah (8:1-3,5-6,8-10).
1

all the people gathered together into the square before the Water

Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses,
2

which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
3

seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the
5

people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
6

people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen,
Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and
8

worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from
the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
9

sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah,
who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when
they heard the words of the law.

10

Then he said to them, “Go your

way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord;
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
4

Psalm 19
Cæli enarrant

BCP p. 606

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect
and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just
and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean
and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
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12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
A period of silence is kept.

Second Reading
A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (12:12-31a).
12

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
13

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14

15

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.

If

the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.

16

And if

the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.

17

If the

whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

18

But as it is,

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose.

19

If all were a single member, where would the body be?

it is, there are many members, yet one body.

21

20

As

The eye cannot say to

the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
have no need of you.”

22

On the contrary, the members of the body

that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
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23

and those members of

the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor,
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;

24

whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has
so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,
25

that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members

may have the same care for one another.

26

If one member suffers, all

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together
with it.
it.

28

27

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of

And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second

prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.

29

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles?

30

Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?

Do all interpret?

31

But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you

a still more excellent way.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #577 - God is love, and where true love is

Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (4:14-21).
Praise to you, Lord Christ
14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee,

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.

15

He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he

went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
7

stood up to read,

17

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to

him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20

And he rolled up the

scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him.

21

Then he began to say to them,

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ
A period of silence is kept.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
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Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
BCP 388

Intercessor: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united
in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the
world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
9

common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor
and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your
saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
10

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
A period of silence is kept.

Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard
wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your
saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our
hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the
knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

Confession of Sin
All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

11

Absolution
Bishop or Priest
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.

The Holy Communion
The people sit.

Our work this week
BCP 343

The Priest says
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and
come into his courts. Psalm 96:8
Offertory Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 # 380, vs 3
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow,
Him all creatures, here below.
Him above ye heavenly host.
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.
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Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because
in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light
to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #129

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
13

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [ ___________ and] all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
14

The People respond Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and
Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Fraction Anthem
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #167
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The Priest invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
Receiving Communion
All are invited to our Lord's Table. If you wish to receive communion
please extend your hands, one over the other, to receive the bread of
Christ. To receive a blessing cross your arms over your chest. To
receive the cup of Christ, guide the chalice to your lips. If you wish
choose not to receive of the cup, please cross arms over your chest. If
you wish to choose not to receive of the cup, please cross arms over
your chest.

Communion Hymn

1 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness,
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
come into the daylight’s splendor,
there with joy thy praises render
unto him whose grace unbounded
hath this wondrous banquet foundedhigh o’er all the heavens he reigneth,
yet to dwell with thee he deigneth.
2 Sun, who all my life dost brighten;
Light, who dost my soul enlighten;
Joy, the best that any knoweth;
Fount, whence all my being floweth:
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The Hymnal 1982 #339

at thy feet I cry, my Maker,
let me be a fit partaker
of this blessèd food from heaven,
for our good, thy glory, given.
3 Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray thee,
let me gladly here obey thee;
never to my hurt invited,
be thy love with love requited;
from this banquet let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep its treasure;
through the gifts thou here dost give me,
as thy guest in heaven receive me.
The people stand as they are able.

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
The Bishop or Priest says
May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to
find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your
pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at
his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have
come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding
feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
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And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #537 - Christ for the word we sing

Dismissal
Deacon

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Prayers
Charles, Chuck, Carolyn, Avery, Amber, Jimbo, Caden, Barbara Dale,
Dale, Ridge, Angie, Marcel, Charles & Carter, Debra, Peter, Kaylo,
Nicole, James, Ellen, Sam, Brian and the Hartmann family, Sarah and
family, the Windsor family, Issac and family, those suffering from
seasonal storms, meals on wheels, making better men of young men,
those serving our country, those traveling, and those we now name

Announcements
Annual Meeting Sunday January 31, after Eucharist, we will share a
brunch, church will provide a ham,, bring favorite brunch side
We will
elect two delegate to Convention (Feb 19 &20)
review financials from 2015
preview 2016 budget
discuss future possibilities for St. Stephen's

Wellness Seminar
"Wellness Changes Everything" will be held Feb. 5–7, 2016, at Camp
Mitchell. The weekend will be devoted to the prevention or possible
reversal of the most prevalent diseases our time – obesity, diabetes,
cardiovascular diseases and some cancers. Interactive discussions of
physical, mental, and spiritual wellness along with instruction in
nutrition, mindfulness, meditation, exercise and healthy eating will be
presented. Contact Dr. Harold Hedges for further information
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(hhhedges3@aol.com) or Helen Hargreaves at Camp Mitchell for
reservations. (director@campmitchell.org)

Calendar
1/24 3rd Sunday in Epiphany
9:00 Eucharist
10:00 Sunday School & Fellowship
1/26 6:00 pm Al Anon
1/29 6:00 pm Friday Families
1/31 4th Sunday in Epiphany
9:00 Eucharist
10:00 Annual Meeting
Brunch Potluck

Worship leaders
Eucharistic
Minister

Reader

Intercessor

1/24 Epiphany 3 Eucharist

Liz

Tucker

Mike

1/31 Epiphany 4 Eucharist

Beth

Mike

Tucker

Kathryn

Liz

Beth

Mike

Kathryn

Tucker

Date

2/7

2/10

Proper

Epiphany
Last

Service

Eucharist

Ash
Eucharist
Wednesday
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