Third Sunday After the
Epiphany
January 31, 2016

Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Opening Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #441 - In the Cross of Christ I glory

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #280
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven
and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in
our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
The people sit.
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The Word of God
First Reading
A reading from The Book of Jeremiah (1:4-10).
4

5

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed

you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
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Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I
7

am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
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Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the Lord.”

9

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the

Lord said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
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See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 71:1-6
In te, Domine, speravi

BCP p. 683

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; *
let me never be ashamed.
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2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *
incline your ear to me and save me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *
you are my crag and my stronghold.
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.
5 For you are my hope, O Lord God, *
my confidence since I was young.
6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;
from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; *
my praise shall be always of you.
A period of silence is kept.

Second Reading
A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (13:1-13).
1

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have
2

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have
3

love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain
4

nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful
5

or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
6

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
7

in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
8

endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it
9

will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy
only in part;
an end.
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10

but when the complete comes, the partial will come to

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
5

child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to
childish ways.
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For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will

see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even
as I have been fully known.
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And now faith, hope, and love abide,

these three; and the greatest of these is love.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #656 - Blest are the pure in heart

Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (4:21-30).
Praise to you, Lord Christ
21

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been

fulfilled in your hearing.”

22

All spoke well of him and were amazed at

the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?”

23

He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this

proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself !’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at
Capernaum.’ ”

24

And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted

in the prophet’s hometown.

25

But the truth is, there were many

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the
land;

26

yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at

Zarephath in Sidon.

27

There were also many lepers in Israel in the

time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except
Naaman the Syrian.”
were filled with rage.

28

When they heard this, all in the synagogue

29

They got up, drove him out of the town, and
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led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they might hurl him off the cliff.

30

But he passed through the midst of

them and went on his way.
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ
A period of silence is kept.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
BCP 388

Intercessor: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united
in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the
world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor
and glory.
Silence
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Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your
saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
A period of silence is kept.

Collect
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the
multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who
turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you
we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

Confession of Sin
All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Bishop or Priest
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The people sit.

Our work this week
BCP 343

The Priest says
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and
come into his courts. Psalm 96:8
Offertory Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 # 380, vs 3
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God from whom all blessings flow,
Him all creatures, here below.
Him above ye heavenly host.
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because
in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light
to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
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The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #129

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
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you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with [ ___________ and] all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
The People respond Amen.
Lord's Prayer
Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and
Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Fraction Anthem
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #167

The Priest invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
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that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
Receiving Communion
All are invited to our Lord's Table. If you wish to receive communion
please extend your hands, one over the other, to receive the bread of
Christ. To receive a blessing cross your arms over your chest. To receive
the cup of Christ, guide the chalice to your lips. If you wish choose not
to receive of the cup, please cross arms over your chest. If you wish to
choose not to receive of the cup, please cross arms over your chest.

Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #339 - Deck thyself, my soul with gladness

15

The people stand as they are able.

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
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The Bishop or Priest says
May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to
find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your
pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at
his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have
come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding
feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Going Forth
The Hymnal 1982 #530 - Spread O spread thy mighty word

Dismissal
Deacon

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.
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Prayers
Ronnie, Joe, Bill, Chris, John, Buzz, Dale, Angie, Marcel,Corbet,
Cooper Richey, Charles, Renee, Carolyn, Sam, Sandra, Chris and
family, Debbie, Harry, Evan, "E", Sarah and Ray, Leila & Diana
Khouny, Claude, Jessica Williams and her family, Larry, Vince, John
and Deb, Peggy and Dave, Charles, Tucker & Ellen, Jane Martel,
Adam, Jenna, Mary-Gay, Carter & Charles, Dennis, Alice, Lisa, EJ's
sister and EJ, Russom (Ed and Sandy DeLisle's daughter), Gene, those
suffering from seasonal storms and fires, meals on wheels, making
better men of young men, those serving our country, those traveling,
and for those we now name

Announcements
Annual Meeting Today
We will elect two delegate to Convention (Feb 19 &20)
review financials from 2015
preview 2016 budget
discuss future possibilities for St. Stephen's

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Supper

Wellness Seminar
"Wellness Changes Everything" will be held Feb. 5–7, 2016, at Camp
Mitchell. The weekend will be devoted to the prevention or possible
reversal of the most prevalent diseases our time – obesity, diabetes,
cardiovascular diseases and some cancers. Interactive discussions of
physical, mental, and spiritual wellness along with instruction in
nutrition, mindfulness, meditation, exercise and healthy eating will be
presented. Contact Dr. Harold Hedges for further information
(hhhedges3@aol.com) or Helen Hargreaves at Camp Mitchell for
reservations. (director@campmitchell.org)
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Calendar
1/31 4th Sunday in Epiphany
9:00 Eucharist
10:00 Annual Meeting & brunch
2/2 6:00 pm Al Anon
2/5 6:00 pm Friday Families
2/7 Last Epiphany
9:00 Eucharist
10:00 Fellowship
2/9 Shrove Tuesday
2/10 6:30 pm Ash Wednesday
2/14 1st Sunday in Lent

Worship Leaders
Date

Proper

Service

Eucharistic
Minister

Reader

Intercessor

Beth

Mike

Tucker

Kathryn

Liz

Beth

Mike

Kathryn

Tucker

Liz

Beth

Mike

1/31 Epiphany 4 Eucharist

2/7

2/10

2/14

Epiphany
Last

Eucharist

Ash
Eucharist
Wednesday
Lent 1

Eucharist
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