The Last Sunday After the
Epiphany
February 15, 2015

Opening Rites
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to
the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b
Confession of Sin
Officiant Let us confess our sins to God.
The people kneel as they are able.
A period of silence is kept.

All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
The Deacon or Lay Leader then says
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
The people stand as they are able.
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Invitatory and Psalter
Invitatory
Officiant

Lord, open our lips.

People

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and
People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him.
The Invitatory
Jubilate Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfullness endures from age to age.

A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 50:1-6
Deus deorum
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1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to
its setting.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
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God reveals himself in glory.
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word
A reading from The Second Book of Kings (2:1-12).
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Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a
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whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah
said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
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leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And
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he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay
here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
5

Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take
your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be
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silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me
to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
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live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from
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them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to
the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
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ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I
may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let
me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
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He responded, “You have

asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.”
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As they continued walking

and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
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Elisha kept

watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to god
A period of silence is kept.
The Song of Zechariah
Canticle 16
Luke 1:68-79
Canticle 16
The Song of Zechariah
Benedictus Dominus Deus

BCP p. 92

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
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and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A reading from The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (4:3-6).
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And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
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perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of
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the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
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slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The Word of theLord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
You are God
Canticle 21
Canticle 21
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You are God
Te Deum laudamus

You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.
Gospel
The Gospel according to Mark (9:2-9).
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Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and

led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
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transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white,
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such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
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them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
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dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did
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not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
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my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked
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around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As
they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from
the dead.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.

Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Apostles' Creed
All say together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Officiant

Let us pray.

Officiant and
People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Sufferages
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
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Collect for the Day
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed
his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by
faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Collect for Sunday
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the
glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such
blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night
and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all
wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet
into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness
during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and
sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit
upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #135 - Songs of thankfulness and praise

Prayers of the People
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Intercessor Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united
in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the
world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor
and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
11

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your
saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Collect
Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn
in us and shed its light on those around us, and that by its brightness
we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the true and
never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give
you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we
pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Closing Sentence
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20, 21
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Prayers
Charles, Carolyn, Charlotte, Caden, Tony, the Meadows family,
Barbara-Dale, Dale, Angie, Marcel, Nicholas E, Pat P, Beth - Amy &
Ian, St. Ambrose, those suffering from seasonal storms, meals on
wheels, making better, men of young men, those serving our country,
those traveling, and for those we now name...
for those who have died: Pat

Announcements
Pancake Supper, see calendar
Ash Wednesday - see calendar

Calendar
2/15 Epiphany Last
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Fellowship
2/17 5:00 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Holiday Inn
$5.00 adults, $3.00 chuldren under 12
reservation by Monday night
2/18 8:30 am Ash Wednesday Ashes on Main
That Book Store in Blytheville
2/15 Epiphany Last
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Fellowship

Lectio Divina Workshop
Saturday, March 7, 8:30 a.m.–3 p.m., at St. Mark's in Little Rock Lectio
Divina is a way of praying with Scripture. This one-day Lectio Divina
workshop will be presented by Mike Potter from Memphis. The cost is
$25. You may register online or by calling the church office at
501-225-4203.
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Screening of 'Voices of Witness'
Feb. 22, 4:30 p.m., at Christ Church in Little Rock
On the afternoon of Feb. 22, the Central Arkansas Integrity Chapter at
Christ Church is hosting a screening of "Voices of Witness: Out of the
Box," a documentary exploring the issues and realities of transgender
people in The Episcopal Church. The film will be followed by a
discussion of the issues it raises. For more information, email the Rev.
Gwen Fry or Terry Jefferson.

Farm Retreat: Transplanting
March 27–28, at Camp Mitchell
The Camp Mitchell Agricultural Project is hosting it first Farm Retreat,
March 27–28. It will begin at 5 p.m. Friday and end at 3 p.m.
Saturday. Participants will work together to transplant seedlings into
the garden and also explore the idea of “transplanting” in other ways.
All ages are welcome; children under 18 must be accompanied by an
adult. The cost is $45 per person and includes Friday dinner, Saturday
breakfast and lunch, and bunk-style lodging. To register or for more
information, Doug and Jenny Knight.

Worship Leaders
Date

Proper

Service

2/15

Last
Epiphany

MP

2/18

Ash
Wednesday

2/22

Lent 1

Eucharistic
Reader Intercessor
Minister
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