The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 6, 2016

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
The Rt. Rev. Larry Benfield, Bishop of Arkansas
Fr. John Scott Trotter

A Penitential Order
Entrance Rites
The people stand as they are able.

Opening Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #690 - Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people stand or sit, as they are able.

Beloved in the Lord: Our Savior Christ, on the night before he
suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood as a sign and
pledge of his love, for the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of
his death, and for a spiritual sharing in his risen life. For in these holy
Mysteries we are made one with Christ, and Christ with us; we are
made one body in him, and members one of another. Having in mind,
therefore, his great love for us, and in obedience to his command, his
Church renders to Almighty God our heavenly Father never-ending
thanks for the creation of the world, for his continual providence over
us, for his love for all mankind, and for the redemption of the world
by our Savior Christ, who took upon himself our flesh, and humbled
himself even to death on the cross, that he might make us the children
of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, and exalt us to everlasting
life. But if we are to share rightly in the celebration of those holy
Mysteries, and be nourished by that spiritual Food, we must
remember the dignity of that holy Sacrament. I therefore call upon
you to consider how Saint Paul exhorts all persons to prepare
themselves carefully before eating of that Bread and drinking of that
Cup. For, as the benefit is great, if with penitent hearts and living faith
we receive the holy Sacrament, so is the danger great, if we receive it
improperly, not recognizing the Lord’s Body. Judge yourselves,
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therefore, lest you be judged by the Lord. Examine your lives and
conduct by the rule of God’s commandments, that you may perceive
wherein you have offended in what you have done or left undone,
whether in thought, word, or deed. And acknowledge your sins before
Almighty God, with full purpose of amendment of life, being ready to
make restitution for all injuries and wrongs done by you to others; and
also being ready to forgive those who have offended you, in order that
you yourselves may be forgiven. And then, being reconciled with one
another, come to the banquet of that most heavenly Food. And if, in
your preparation, you need help and counsel, then go and open your
grief to a discreet and understanding priest, and confess your sins, that
you may receive the benefit of absolution, and spiritual counsel and
advice; to the removal of scruple and doubt, the assurance of pardon,
and the strengthening of your faith. To Christ our Lord who loves us,
and washed us in his own blood, and made us a kingdom of priests to
serve his God and Father, to him be glory in the Church evermore.
Through him let us offer continually the sacrifice of praise, which is
our bounden duty and service, and, with faith in him, come boldly
before the throne of grace [and humbly confess our sins to Almighty
God].
A period of silence is kept.
The people kneel as they are able.

All say together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The people stand as they are able.

Kyrie
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #91

Collect of the Day
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore
give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The people sit.

The Word of God
First Reading
A reading from The Book of Joshua (5:9-12).
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The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the

disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
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While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in
the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of
Jericho.
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On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the

produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.
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The

manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of
Canaan that year.
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God
A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 32
Beati quorum

BCP p. 624

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.
6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” *
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Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
A period of silence is kept.

Second Reading
A reading from The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (5:16-21).
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of

view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view,
we know him no longer in that way.

17

So if anyone is in Christ, there

is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!
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All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself

through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
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that

is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us.
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So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is

making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
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reconciled to God.

21

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew

no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #470 - There’s a wideness in God’s Mercy

Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
(15:1-3,11b-32).
Glory to you, Lord Christ
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
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him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
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“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them
this parable:
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11

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons.

The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of

the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property
between them.
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A few days later the younger son gathered all he had

and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living.

14

When he had spent everything, a severe

famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need.
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So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that

country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
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He would

gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and
no one gave him anything.

17

But when he came to himself he said,

‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to
spare, but here I am dying of hunger!
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18

I will get up and go to my

father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you;

19

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me

like one of your hired hands.” ’
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So he set off and went to his father.

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
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Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
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But the

father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;

24

23

And

for this

son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.
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“Now his elder son was in the field;

and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing.
27

26

He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.

He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the

fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’

28

Then he

became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to
plead with him.

29

But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.

30

But when this son of

yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fatted calf for him!’

31

Then the father said to him, ‘Son,

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.

32

But we had to

celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Prasie to you, Lord Christ
A period of silence is kept.
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Sermon
The people stand as they are able.

The Nicene Creed
All say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
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We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The people kneel as they are able.

Prayers of the People
Intercessor Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united
in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the
world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor
and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
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Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your
saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Collect
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from
heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore
give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
A period of silence is kept.
The people stand as they are able.

The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.
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The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the
Lord.

The Holy Communion
The people sit.

Our work in the week to come
The Priest says
Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your
God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and repents of evil. Joel 2:13
A period of silence is kept.

Offertory
The people stand, as they are able, as their alms are brought forward
The Hymnal 1982 # 380, vs 3
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures, here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.
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You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us
into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to
fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful
of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing
(say):
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #124

The people stand or kneel, as they are able.

The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of
life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your
infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we
would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation
for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and
raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the
fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he
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revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he
triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it
to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from
your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they
be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that
we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of
your daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN
The People respond Amen.
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Lord's Prayer
Celebrant

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and
Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music #161

The Priest invites the people to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
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that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
All are invited to our Lord's Table. If you wish to receive communion
please extend your hands, one over the other, to receive the bread of
Christ. To receive a blessing cross your arms over your chest. To receive
the cup of Christ, guide the chalice to your lips. If you wish choose not
to receive of the cup, please cross arms over your chest. You may choose
to remain seated

Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #301 - Bread of the world, in mercy broken
The people kneel or stand, as they are able.

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
The Deacon says
Bow down before the Lord.
The people kneel and the Celebrant says
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you;
and grant that those whom you have nourished by your Word and
Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #693 - Just as I am without one plea

Dismissal
Deacon

Let us bless the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Prayers
Ronnie, Joe, Bill, Chris, John, Dale,Ridge, Barbara Dale, Angie,
Marcel,Corbet, Cooper Richey, Charles, Renee, Carolyn, Sam, Sandra,
Chris and family, Debbie, Harry, Evan, "E", Sarah and Ray, Leila &
Diana Khouny, Claude, Jessica Williams and her family, Larry, Vince,
Peggy and Dave, Charles, Tucker & Ellen, Jane Martel, Adam, Jenna,
Mary-Gay, Carter & Charles, Dennis, Alice, Lisa, EJ's sister and EJ,
Russom (Ed and Sandy DeLisle's daughter), Gene, Bob & Janet, Wally,
Ann & Hughes, Alice, Stacy, Joyce, Liz, those suffering from seasonal
storms and fires, meals on wheels, making better men of young men,
those serving our country, those traveling, and for those we now
name
..........................................................
For Calvary Church, Osceola,
For the Diocese of Arkansas
For the Episcopal Church
For the Anglican Communion
The the Church Catholic

Announcements
Time to renew our prayer list, please send names of those you wish
St. Stephen's to prayer for by March 6, we will begin using the
renewed list March 13.
Also send names of dates of death for those you wish to remember on
that date. This is a way of recognizing the long term nature grief.
See form below
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Calendar
March 6 4th Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Eucharist
10:00 am Fellowship
Mar 8 6:00 pm Al Anon
Mar 11 6:00 pm Friday Families
Mar 13 5th Sunday in Lent
9:00 am Eucharist
10:00 am Fellowship
Mar 21 – 25 Ministerial Alliance Holy Week Services 12 pm to 1 pm
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Worship Leaders
Date

Proper

Service

Eucharistic
Minister

Reader

Intercessor

3/6

Lent 4

Eucharist

Mike

Kathryn

Beth

3/13

Lent 5

Eucharist

Liz

Mike

Tucker

3/20

Psalm
Sunday

Eucharist

Beth

Everyone

Mike

Kathryn

Tucker

Beth

Beth

Kathryn

Mike

Kathryn

Everyone

Beth

Mike

Everyone

Tucker

Liz

Tucker

Mike

3/21-3/
Holy Week Eucharist
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3/24

3/25

Foot
Maundy
Washing &
Thursday
Eucharist

Good
Friday

Proper for
Good
Friday

3/26

Holy
Easter Vigil
Saturday

3/27

Easter
Sunday

Eucharist
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Renewing our Prayer List
Please add the following to St Stephen’s Prayer list:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Please add ________________________ to St Stephen’s
commemoration of the dead
(date of death: MM/DD _______________)
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